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THE CENSUS: IS IT REALLY 

THAT IMPORTANT? 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
OUTREACH QUARTERLY 



From the United States Census Bureau... 

WHY DO WE TAKE THE CENSUS? 

The U.S. Constitution (Article I, Section 2) mandates a headcount every 10 years of everyone residing 
in the 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the Island Areas of the United States. This includes people of all 
ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens, and noncitizens. The first census was conducted in 1790 and one 
has been conducted every 10 years since then. The population totals from the census determine the 
number of seats each state has in the House of Representatives. States also use the totals to redraw 
their legislative and school districts. The next census occurs in 2020. The U.S. Census Bureau must 
submit state population totals to the President of the United States by December 31, 2020. 

HOW IS THE DATA USED? 

The population totals also affect funding in your community, and data collected in the census help 

decision makers know how your community is changing. Approximately $675 billion in federal 

funding is distributed to communities each year. 

Å Distribution of more than $675 billion annually in federal funds back to tribal, state, and local 
governments. 
Å Redistricting of state legislative districts. 
Å Forecasting future transportation needs for all segments of the population.  
Å Determining areas eligible for housing assistance and rehabilitation loans. 
Å Assisting federal, tribal, state, and local governments in planning and implementing programs, 

services, and emergency response. 
Å Designing facilities for people with disabilities, the elderly, and children. 
  

IS IT REALLY CONFIDENTIAL? 

Yes, all responses to Census Bureau surveys and censuses are confidential and protected under Title 

13 of the U.S. Code. Under this law, the Census Bureau is required to keep respondent information 

confidential. We will never share a respondentõs personal information with immigration 

enforcement agencies, like ICE; law enforcement agencies, like the FBI or police; or allow it to be 

used to determine their eligibility for government benefits. The results from any census or survey 

are reported in statistical format only. Individual records from the decennial censuses are, by law 

(Title 44, U.S. Code), confidential for 72 years. In addition, under Title 13, U.S. Code, all Census 

Bureau employees swear a lifetime oath to protect respondent data. It is a felony for any Census 

Bureau employee to disclose any confidential census information during or after employment, and 

the penalty for wrongful disclosure is up to 5 years imprisonment and/or a fine of $250,000. 



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO ME? 

Transportation Assistance: provides 
supplemental assistance to in the form of 
taxi & transit vouchers 
 
2015-2019: 674 taxi participants, 1,583 transit 
participants 

Housing Rehab & Repair: helps to 
maintain affordable housing stock 
within our community by repairing 
home issues or providing 
modifications to accessibility and or 
living conditions 
 
2015-2019: 41 rehab/repair projects  

CDBG program assistance is directly proportionate to census data.  

Redevelopment: improves neighborhood 
conditions by correcting pre-existing Code 
Compliance violations within the city limits 
of Fayetteville 
 
2015-2019:  20 projects 



Under-reporting in our community leads to  
under-funding in our community, which results in  
reduced and/or eliminated program availability.  

Remember - you are more than just a number. YOU COUNT! 

Rangerõs Pantry Pet Food Bank: provides 
pet food to Fayetteville residents 
experiencing temporary financial hardship 
 
2015-2019: 54,935 pounds distributed; 1,546 
pets assisted 

Energy & Weatherization Kits: 
provide cost-effective means of 
saving energy & money through 
utilization of inexpensive, energy-
saving home modifications 
 
2015-2019: 184 kits provided  

Sub-recipient Program: assists the 
community by providing funding to local 
non-profits that serve low-to-moderate 
persons within Fayetteville 
 
2015-2019: $913,336 provided to local 
non-profits 


